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seemed to lack in color what it revealed in unobtrusive documenta- 
tion; it still remains better history than Lately Thomas’s book. 

Jonn BERNARD McGLow, S.J. 
University of San Francisco 


The Politics of Prejudice: The Anti-Japanese Movement in Cali- 
fornia and the Struggle for Japanese Exclusion. By ROGER DANIELS. 
(Berkeley, University of California Press, 1962. ix + 165 pp. $3.50) 


This broadly conceived work is a case study of the impact of racial 
prejudice on international relations—in particular, the role of anti- 
Japanese sentiment on the west coast in affecting American foreign 
relations with Japan. Dr. Daniels traces in detail and with thorough 
documentation the history of the anti-Japanese movement in Cali- 
fornia and its effects on national legislation and party politics, from 
the movement’s genesis in the popular stereotype of Orientals, a 
legacy of the Chinese immigration episode, to the movement’s tri- 
umph in the Immigration Act of 1924 and its adverse effects on 
American-Japanese relations. 

Dr. Daniels describes the development of the west coast’s hostility 
to the local Japanese and the major episodes in the period and 
relates their impact on national party politics. Following a succinct 
picture of Japanese immigration and of the characteristics of the 
Issei, he traces the anti-Japanese movement, initiated and sparked 
by west coast labor leaders, and recounts the effects on United States- 
Japanese relations of the San Francisco school board episode of 
1906. The major contribution of the work lies in the accounts of 
the role of anti-Japanese sentiment in the California elections of 
the 1920’s, on the passage of the Alien Land Laws of 1913 and 1920, 
and of the attitudes toward racial issues and racial prejudice of 
the Progressives of that period. Daniels draws here tellingly on un- 
published papers and materials of Senator Hiram Johnson, Chester 
Rowell, and the directors of the Panama Pacific International Exhibi- 
tion, which are held by the Bancroft Library. 

In analyzing the causes for the change in national feeling toward 
the resident Japanese which occurred in the decade between 1913 
and 1924, when Congress passed the Immigration Act, Dr. Daniels 
gives a thoroughgoing account of the Yellow Period notion and its 
complex origins in anti-Negro and anti-immigrant sentiments. The 
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efforts and views of Sidney L. Gulick and others who favored a re- 
ceptive attitude toward the Japanese, as well as those who violently 
fought them, are analyzed in detail. 

The concluding chapter recounts the events on the Washington 
scene leading to the passage of the 1924 Act. In his critical appraisal 
of the affair, Dr. Daniels does not spare the prejudice-ridden, but 
also points with shame and sorrow at the Progressives who, he feels, 
failed to discern the civil rights issue and to take a strong stand on it. 

EDWARD N. BARNHART 
University of California, Berkeley 


Arthur Capper: Publisher, Politician, and Philanthropist. By HOMER 
E. SocoLorsky. (Lawrence, University of Kansas Press, 1962. 283 


pp. $6.00) 


Arthur Capper served for thirty years in the United States Senate 
and for four as governor of Kansas. He presided over a publishing 
empire which included Household, Capper’s Farmer, Capper’s 
Weekly, the Topeka Daily Capital, the Kansas City Kansan, five state 
farm journals, and two radio stations. He possessed boundless energy 
and the highest integrity. He was clearly in a position to exercise 
great influence in the nation as well as in his native state of Kansas. 

There is no question but that he was a power in Kansas, but his 
influence in the nation, considering his many attributes and his long 
service in the Senate, was remarkably slight. Relatively little signifi- 
cant legislation—even in the field of agriculture, his primary interest 
—bears his name; he led no great fights during his long career. To 
be sure, he was a leader of the Farm Bloc, but that leadership was 
ineffective and inconsistent and may well have contributed to the 
group’s failure. He was frequently critical of Republican Presidents 
during the twenties and his voting record shows some independence 
of party control, but his principal concern during his five terms in 
the Senate was to reflect the views of his Kansas constituents. He 
justified this as the first responsibility of a United States Senator, but, 
as Socolofsky points out, “No doubt the failure broadly to grant the 
title of statesman to the Kansas Senator was due partly to his expert 
ability to discover the ebb and flow of Kansas opinion and to shift 
with the tide.” 

Agricultural legislation was his first interest, but Senator Capper 
also served for many years on the Foreign Relations Committee where 
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